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 Smith Lab 4187
ATTENDEES: Brown, Gustafson, Huffman, Krissek, Shabad, Vankeerbergen

AGENDA: 
1. Approve minutes of 4/30/10        
  Shabad, Brown, unanimously approved
2. GE Discussion:  

· Comment on Service Learning goals and expected learning outcomes (ELOs)
· Service Learning Roundtable spent a lot of time working on goals and three learning outcomes.
· N. Soundarajan sent an e-mail feedback: he thinks that several of the ELOs are not measurable. He particularly takes exception to phrases like “students will understand.” The first ELO is OK but the next two are weak in his view. 

· Q: What do students actually do in Service Learning courses? A: Examples: There is a Geography Service Learning group that makes maps of particular communities in Columbus. There is a course in which students help/tutor elementary students with course subjects. Service Learning Roundtable makes sure that there is an academic component to those courses. Art Education has course where a functional/ aesthetic garden was developed in the community.

· Q: “Partnership” in ELO 2: Is it between student and community or between campus and community? Not clear. Partnership probably refers to “community and campus,” the passage at the end of the parentheses. However, this needs to be specified.
· ELO 2: “Exhibit an understanding” should be replaced with a clause like “can articulate the issues that are important for the community.” Also, the idea of working within the community should be included somewhere.
· Verb in ELO 3 (“recognize”) needs to be changed to a verb that is measurable (action that can be assessed). “For positive social change”: there seems to be a political message here—leave out this phrase. The word “responsibilities” is vague—however, we probably need to defer to individual faculty to define what the word means for them (so this word does not need to be changed).
· ELO 1: “Concepts”: add “skills” right after that. After “connect,” we should add “apply.”
· Faculty who will submit courses for this category will submit an assessment plan. Those plans will address the expected learning outcomes. Selected course categories turn in assessment plans every year: those data are reported to ULAC and CCI Assessment Subcommittee.

· Assessment data is needed for (1) accreditation (OSU will be re-accredited in 2017), (2) to improve instruction, (3) to justify requests for additional resources, if necessary. E.g., if Education Abroad meets its ELOs but we can’t get enough students to go abroad, then assessment data could be used to request additional moneys.
· Comment: this course is based on normative assumptions (i.e., it’s good to be an active citizen)—more so than standard academic courses. This may be a concern. 

· Ask Mindy Wright to submit a revised draft (for our meeting in 2 weeks).

· Further develop goals and expected learning outcomes for (1) Cross-disciplinary seminars and (2) Education Abroad  
(1) Cross-disciplinary seminars: Goals: “topic of current interest”: drop “current”, or emphasize that “current” in this context is not a synonym for “contemporary”.
(2) Education Abroad 

· ELO1—problem: how do you assess/measure this? B. Vankeerbergen explains that the idea was: students would have to interact with people other than their fellow OSU classmates. Leave out “communicate.” Add “constructively” after “interact.”
· The draft ELOs seem to lack academic rigor.

· Learning Outcome number 2 from Marquette University could be included here: “Describe the basic structures of the society of the host country (government, economy and commerce, health care, education, social services, religion, etc.)”
· Ability to compare and contrast between U.S. practices and non-U.S. practices is an idea that should be included in the ELOs
· ELO 3 could be removed & replaced with the 2 points listed immediately above (e.g., “basic structures of the society of the host country” and “compare/contrast U.S. and non-U.S.”).

· Comment: Education Abroad courses could very easily apply for international diversity GE status.
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